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LOOKING BACKWARD: THE YEAR IN PLANNING 


FEDERAL PLANNING 


A review of federal plan- 
ning logically begins with the 
outstanding work of the Na- 
tional Resources Committee. 
The Committee's influence has 
extended to all departments of 
planning; closest perhaps to 
the state planning boards of 
which there are now 47. It 
has also advanced the cause 
and assisted in the programs 
of the regions of the country. 
Study and analysis of the ma- 
jor cuestions of resources 
planning has appeared ina 
series of reports: the most 








As we begin the new year tt may be not 





without value that a brief survey and sum- 
mary be undertaken of the manifold activi- 
tres tn the field of planning at the feder- 
al, state, regtonal and county levels. In 
so doing wecan better estimate and evaluate 
the progress made, and perkaps suggest to 
ourselves and our assoctates in the work, 
the need and the means for some alterations 
tn our course,or an accelerated pace toward 
our common objectives. 

We are therefore devoting this issue 
of the News Letter very largely to a review 
of the year just past and a review also of 
some planning questions for which we have 
not yet found the final answers. 














Paul Oppermann, Assistant Director 
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REGIONAL PLANNING 


The unified and coordi- 
nated control existing in the 
corporation of the TVA is the 
outstanding example of the 
practical application of the 
theory of regionalism. Here 
the inter-related problems of 
navigation, flood control, 
power development, forestry 
and agriculture are being 
worked out along with the gen- 
eral social and economic re- 
habilitetion and active de- 
velopment of the population 
of the area. 

An example of intra-state 


notevorthy are those of the 








Pacific Northwest, the St. Louis Region and the 
New En,land Region; the eleven-section report on 
land planning and the drainage basin studies. 

The emergency agencies, FERA and WPA, pro- 
vided funds for technical and clerical aidto plan- 
ning offices. 

Federal agencies whose activities and programs 
are within the field of planning are the Resettle- 
ment Administration, whose "greenbelt" towns re- 
Semble in some respects the principle of the gar- 
den cities of England. 

The Resettlement Administration and the Fed- 
eral Housing Administration have employed planners 
and have been assisted by state and local planning 
organizations in the solution of some of their 
problems. The Federal Housing Administration is 
insisting in its program that new dwellings erected 
under its program of mortgage insurance be located 
in properly planned and zoned neighborhoods. 

The Federal Government received the assistance 
during the year of many state and local planning 
bodies in carrying out its emergency public works 
and unemployment relief programs. 


= regional planning is that of 
Tennessee where the State Planning Commission has 
created three regional planning commissions within 
state borders. One of these, that of Hamilton 
County, is cooperating in the program of the TVA. 

There are several regional developments in 
the country other than those mentioned under "Fed- 
eral Planning" (see above), inthe form of new com 
binations of states to discuss joint problems and 
programs. One of these is the Interstate Commis- 
sion on the Delaware River, inwhich members of the 
state leyislatures andof the state planning boards 
of New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania and repre- 
sentatives of the State of Delaware are working to- 
gether for the first time. 

A series of regional conferences to deal with 
problems of all the major drainage basins of the 
country was held early in the year, sponsored by 
the National Resources Committee. A report on this 
highly important subject was due in the hands of 
the President on December l. 

The publications of NRC, the work of Odum and 
others in the South, TVA, Pacific Northwest region- 
alities are striking evidence of the new program. 








STATE PLANNING 


Many of the state planning boards have been 
engaged in making basic studies of land, water, 
minerals, highways, population, housing, etc., and 
in coordinating the work of the various state de- 
partments. The boards in Massachusetts, New Jer- 
sey, Iowa, New York and elsewhere are engaged in 
active stimulation of local vlanning boards. Dur- 
ing the year the New Jersey Board met with local 
planners at New Brunswick to discuss state-local 
planning problems. In Iowa over 500 WPA workers 
with 36 non-relicf persons for supervision were em- 
ployed on planning data projects as part of the 
program undertaken by the Iowa Board with the aid 
of the state WPA. (Note: Our next News Letter will 
go tnto further detail regarding state planning.) 


COUNTY PLANNING 


Orange County ,Calivornia passed a county zon- 
ing ordinance. In Florida the state planning board 
assisted in the formation of 67 county planning 
councils, one for each county in the state. DuPage 
and Will counties, Illinois have gone in for county 
zoning. The Clackamas County (Oregon) Planning 
Commission planned relief projects costing $2,600, 
000 and has exerted active leadership in all coun- 
ty activities. The legislature of Michigan adopted 
a county zoning act during the year. 


CITY PLANNING 


Many new city planning commissions were re- 
ported during the year and a number of new zoning 
boards. Perhaps the most significant development 
in this field was the voters’ approval of the New 
Charter of the City of New York, with its strong 
city planning section. In New York also the Re- 
gional Plan Association and other civic organiza- 
tions advocated revision of the zoning ordinance. 
Zoning revision has also been in the forefront of 
planning activities in other cities, of which num- 
ber Portland, Oregon has begun re-drafting. 

Milwaukee and Cincinnati are two cities which 
received special favor from the Federal Government 
because the available data in the plan commission 
offices of the two cities proved the desirability 
of locating housing projects there. Each city re- 
ceived both a PWA Housing Division project and a 
Resettlement Administration "greenbelt" tom. 

City planning has not been characterized by 
great activity as the focus of attention on the 
part of the Federxl Government and of the general 
public has been more on the work of the state and 
regional planning boards. There are signs, how- 
ever, that renewed interest in and renewed activity 
of the city planning commissions is well on the 
way . 

It is of more than passing notice that the 
Mayor's Committee on City Plannin, of New York re- 
ceived $500,000 from the WPA. Extensive and ex- 
tremely valuable studies were made and a series of 
city planning maps provided for the city which 
should be seen and examined by all planners. 
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LEGISLATION 


Lecsislation affecting planning activities at 
the federal level includes the Resettlement Admi- 
nistration's Bound Brook case in which one of the 
four projected "greenbelt" towns was declared un- 
constitutional, and the Wagner Housing Bill which 
just failed to pass at the end of the last Congress, 

Three states passed bills creating state plan- 
ning boards, bringing the total of statutory boards 
to 36, the grand total to 47. 
is unusual in that 
salaried officer. The Pennsylvania act charZes 
the board with the preparation of a long-term de- 
velopment program for major state improvements and 
with keeping it up to date. 


PLANNING PUBLICATIONS 


During the year many valuible and significant 
reports were issued of which number we may mention 
here a few titles only. The National Resources 
Committee published the three reyional reports pre- 


viously noted: the Land Planning Report (in ll 
parts), the Report on the Columbia Basin, and the 
Progress Report which includes a list of publica- 
tions. The American Society of Planning Officials 


eel 


The Louisiana act | 
its chairman is a full-time | 


published "Planning for City, State, Reyion and Na- 


tion" and "The Proceedings of the First Conference 
on State Planning Administration." "Southern Re- 
gions," a monumental study by Howard Odum; "City 
Planning - Housing" by Werner Hegemann were pub- 
lished during the year. Space does not permit men- 
tion of more than a few of the many federal publi- 
cations. "Little Waters," published jointly by Re- 
settlement Administration, Rural Electrification 
Administretion and the Soil Conservstion Service; 
and the Federal Housing Administration pamphlet, 
"Planning Neighborhoods for Small Houses" should 
be specially mentioned. 


PLANNING EDUCATION 


Severel American universities have for a nun- 
ber of years included courses in city planning in 
their curricula. The Harvard School is perhaps the 
outstanding one. Courses in city and regional 
planning have been offered by many schools in the 
east and mid-west sections of the country. Cornell, 
the universities of Illinois, Wisconsin and Michi- 
gan, Iowa State College and New York University 
gave certain somewhat limited emphasis to planning 
instruction. Massachusetts Institute of Technolo- 
gy's planning course has continued to increase in 
comprehensiveness of truining. Two graduate re- 
search fellowships were provided this year at Tech. 

Charles Eliot of the National Resources Com- 
mittee gave several lectures during one week at 
the University of Chicago. 

The American City Planning Institute at its 
Milwaukee meeting in October received the exce Llent 
report of its Committee on Education and discussed 
the type and extent of education needed. 
port contributes toward formulation of basic prin- 
ciples for a real program of planning training. 
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PLANNING CONFERENCES 


The Joint Planning Conference of the American 
Socsety of Planning Officials, the American City 
Planning Institute and the American Planniny and 
Civic Association at Richmond, Virginia in May 
placed emphasis on the growin, scope of planning, 
including as is increasingly the trend,) counties, 
states, regions and the collectivity of all in the 
nation. Under discussion were national resources 
planning of land, water, minerals, forests; plan- 
ning of drainage basins for power, navigation, wa- 
ter supply and land use; population, industrial 
and public works planning. 

The Third Pacific Northwest Regional Confer- 
ence at Spokane early in the year discussed coor- 
dination of state programs, but placed principal 
emphasis on discussion of the Columbia River de- 
velopment. 

Several state planning boards - Iowa,Floridz, 
Missouri, New Jersey and others - held stute-wide 
meetings with local planners during the year, and 
several groups of states met together; the South— 
eastern Planning Conference (Florida, Tennessee, 
Georgia, Alabama, South Carolina and Virginia) met 
at Jacksonville, Florida; the Central Northwest 
Regional Planning Commission met to discuss drouth 
problems of the 11 plains stutes which comprise 
the Commission. The California Planners! Institute 
met at the University of California in June; the 
California County Planning Co missioners met at 
San Jose in September. 

The New York State Planning Council and the 
State Conference of Mayors held a joint planning 
conference at Syracuse in October; the Massachu- 
setts Federation of Planning Soards met with mem- 
bers of the State Planning Board at Wellesley in 
the same month. 

The American City Plaming Institute at its 
January meeting discussed several phases of the 

rograms of FHA, RA, PWA Housing Division. At Mil- 
waukee in October planning education, the Wagner 
Housing Bill and the proposed neishborhood im- 
provement associ:tion statute of the National As- 
sociation of Real Estate Boards were discussed. 

The American Socsety of Planning Officials 
held a city planning conference in Chicago, Novem- 
ber 19 and 20. This conference was reviewed in 
the December News Letter. 


PLANNING PUBLICITY 


Florida, Tennessee, Iowa, 
and South Dakota, Missouri, Oreson and Massachu- 
setts are publishing monthly bulletins describing 
their programs. These are attractive, compact pam- 
phlets, easily scanned by the reader. The regional 
commissions also publish regular reports to inform 
officials and citizens regarding their work. 

A number of the states have been providing 
weekly news releases to the press, and planning ac- 
tivities in general are being reported at a rapidly 
increasing rate. 

The staff of the Amertcan Soctety~of Planning 
Officials has been engaged in regular routine 


Mississippi, North 


draftin- of news releases on current plannin= news 
of outstandin: interest. These releases have sone 
to the press through two outlets: the publicity 
department of the Public Administration Clearing 
House and the Chicago office of Editorial Research 
Reports, both of which organizations are located 
in the same buildin- with the Society. 


ZONING 


The year was noteworthy for the 
terest in the subject of zoning. With the steady 
incresxse of business, improved municipal credit 
and the considerable public interest in government- 
al activities there has been a corresponding con- 
cern with the maladjustments, social, economic and 
physical, which persist in all American cities. 

New York City; Portland, Oregon; Providence, 
Rhode Islend and other cities are concerned with 
the need for more scientifically desi:zmed, effec- 
tive zoning ordinances. 

Severul studies of the experiences of American 
cities with zoning administration were published, 
amon: them Professor Edwin S. Burdell's studies of 
Columbus and Boston, and S. G. Lindholm's study of 
zonins in Washington, D. C. An outstanding volume 
on zoning by Edward M. Bassett appex:red, a defini- 
tive work on the subject which should be in every 
plannins office. 


revived in- 


1936 COLLABORATORS 


The year 1936 has been marked by important 
progress toward recognition that planning is a 
method for working out social and economic rela- 
tionships ona broad, inclusive basis at local, 
state, regional and federal levels of government. 
Planners study and recommend where people live, 
work, play and how the areas of production and the 
physical structures, lines of communication, util- 
ity services, etc. shall be patterned, related to 
each other and made to function effectively. This 
picture is large enou.h to include everyone and we 
are 2ll in a sense planners,but the official plan- 
ners stend closest to the problem and are directly 
responsible for gathering the soundest ideas and 
putting them to work. 

The practicul appeal of city planning is il- 
lustrated in the fact that the United States Chaii- 
ber of Commerce, at its recent 24th annual meeting 
in Washington, devoted a session to the sundject, 
"Rebuilding Our Cities." The Junior Chamber with 
50,000 members has recently declared a keen inter- 
est in this subject. 

No review of this kind should fail to point 
out the progress made in bringing the various lev- 
els of planning activities together, and also the 
various functionally different but functionally 
related levels of public administration. City 
planners, city managers, mayors and many other mu- 
nicipal officials are more and more frequently sit- 
ting down together and discussing their joint prob- 
lems with each other and with state and federal 
officials. Better plans and more effective ones 
are being made as a result. 








LOOKING FORWARD: THE YEAR AHEAD IN PLANNING 


The Society, because its activities and con- 
tacts cover the field of planning at all levels 
of government is favorably situated to view some 
of the relations between the city and state plan- 
ners on the one hand, and to see the lines of com- 
munication as they are strung between states and 
the agencies of the federal government; additional- 
ly the new lines of relationship between city and 
county, county and county, county and region, and 
so on. The changing scene has great interest and 
much significant activity has passed before us dur- 
ing this last year. A great deal of work and a 
great deal pf thinking through of harassing prob- 
lems is stili to be done, and we believe that by 
looking a year ahead and stating, or rather re- 
stating, in this place some of the planning prob- 
lems not yet solved, we may assist in concentrating 
our energies upon our common objectives. 


LAND POLICY 
American cities have no positive, effective 
control over land use and development. The cities 


of Germany, Sweden and other countries 
reserves of land, a very large percentage of the 
total area in many cases, which prevent or render 
ineffectual land speculation and the attendant e- 
vils of blight, high utility costs, sprawling ter- 
ritorial expansion, etc. 

A land policy looking toward increased mwuni- 
cipal owmership of land, acquired through tax lien 
foreclosure, purchase, gift, and condemnation 
should receive earnest consideration. Many sites 
for public buildings, schools, parks and play- 
grounds are required over a period of years and 
the community might well acquire land for these on 
a continuing basis rather than pay high specula- 
tive prices which benefit a few only at the expense 
of the entire community. More appropriate and spa- 
cious sites should be supplied than has been the 
general practice in the past. This can be done if 
ample reserves of municipal land are available. 

American cities may soon see extensive build- 
ing of low-cost housing following the highly suc- 
cessful European precedents. A large measure of 
the success enjoyed in this field by cities abrcad 
was due to a land policy which provided large re- 
serves, secured at low prices. 


maintain 


ZONING 


Recognition of the fact is dawning upon many 
planners that many, if not most, of the zoning or- 
dinunces now in effect in American cities do not 
protect and stabilize property values, and do not 
adequately segregate the various types of land use. 
The need to re-study and re-draft our zoning ordi- 
nances is patent. A Zoning Congress might well be 
called during the coming year to review the zoning 
experiences of cities during recent years witha 
view to effective action in the form of improved 
zoning technique. Comparative studies should be 
made of land-use percentages, degree of population 
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density in various zoning districts, 


relation and 
proportion of developed to undeveloped property 


within corporate limits, extent of "spot zoning" 
practice, records of zoning boards of appeals, 
Economic studies of zoned districts to show changes 
in assessed value and tax income, land values and 
their trends in areas zoned for commercial and re- 
sidential use would be extremely valusble to the 
field of zoning. Comparative studies on the broad | 
base indicated would point the way to many dras- | 
tically needed changes in zoning technique. 


TRAFFIC AND TRANSPORT 


In spite of every advance in automotive and 
electrical transportation, pedestrians and convey- 
ors-on-wheels move through our streets ata snail's 
pace. Traffic engineers, no matter how expert, are 
not going to solve unaided the problem of conges- 
tion in the central districts of our cities. We 
may come through unavoidable necessity to effective 
regulation of population density and even subsi- 
dized decentralization. We may, in the not distant 
future, rebuild our blighted areas and locate some 
of the surplus population, both business and resi- 
dential, in those areas. Meanwhile cities should 
continue to study trafiic to route it around the 
traffic knots, to thin it out on certain streets, 
to increase it on others, to remove trucks from 
some streets and passenger cars from others. 
cities are providing parking areas 
standing vehicles possible off the street at low 
or no parking cost. To improve common and private 
carrier service we must study it on a community- 
wide basis. 

Studies should be made looking toward reduc- 
ing the length and time of travel for large nun- 
bers of workers by better integration of industrial 
work centers with residential neighborhoods of 
those employed in the centers. Traffic and trans- 
port problems will yield solutions only when stu- 
died comprehensively; that is, for cities ona 
city-wide basis, for states on a state-wide basis, 
etc. 


PUBLICITY AND PUBLIC SUPPORT 


Planners have been accused of hiding their 
lights under bushels and bushels of reports no one 


ever reads, and maps which bloom unseen in the 
planner's file cabinet. 
The number of city editors to whom "planning 


is news" is increasing. A series of articles on 
the feature page of your local paper would probably 
win new adherents for the cause of planning among 
citizens and in the city hall if it were well 
chosen material written in a popular style. 

ASPO sends out several news releases on plan- 
ning subjects each month through the good offices 
of Public Administration Clearing House. The re- 
sponse of the newspapers has been very great and | 
we have a huge file of editorials and verbatim re- 
prints of these in our clipping file. 


Some 
to get a @ 


Mr 








Many of the state planning boards are having 
excellent success with a similar systemof releases 


on and to the press, and we would like to suggest that 
-operty city, county and regional planners have the same 
soning" | means to publicity at their disposal. 
opeals, 
>hanges PROGRAMMING MUNICIPAL SERVICES 
les 
and = j The planner, in this instance the city plan- 
to the | ner, might to good effect try to arrange for month- 
> broad | ly meetings with all heads of municipal departments 
, dras- | to review programs with them and integrate depart- 
mental programs on a@ cooperative-panel basis. The 
city planner ought upon two occasions at least to 
meet with municipal department heads: when public 
works programs are being planned, and when finan- 
ive and cial programs are up for discussion and review. 
convey- Long-term public works programs and long-term fis- 
snail's cal programs are more and more frequently found in 
rt, are the city planners’ agenda. 
conges- Legend has it that some planners don't even 
es. We know their own mayors. The planners have something 
fective the mayor, the city manager, the council members, 
~ gubsi- the city engineer, the city assessor, and many 
distant other city officials need and should want; it is 
te some needless to suggest that the above several gentle- 
dresi- men have something the planner needs as much as he 
. should needs land-use maps, Higgins ink and the News Let- 
und the ter of the American Soctety of Planning Officials. 
streets, Mr. Planner, meet your mayor! 
sks from 
3. Some @ STATE AND COUNTY 
get a @ 
- at low The year 1955 was one of pioneering effort in 
private state planning, during which the principal activi- 
amunity- ties consisted in setting up shop, inventorying 
natural resources, assisting in the federal emer- 
1 reduc- gency programs, etc. During 1950 there was an ex- 
rge num- tension and in some states completion of much impor- 
justrial tant outlining and integrating of basic studies 
oods of relating to land and water, agriculture, industry, 
i trans- ining, recreation, education; special problems 
nen stu- Such as flood and drouth were analyzed. Some of 


es ona the states moved forward under assurance of statu- 


e basis, tory sanction and able leadership; others have not 
kept abreast of the leaders. A few are ready to 
advise their governors and their legislatures, and 
the federal government with concrete proposals and 
with an aggressive interest in their enactment. 

g their A number of state plannin;; boards have not 

s no one Yet won acceptance by the re.ular state departments 

in the 20°F by their governors. Those which exist as gov- 
ernor's boards are particularly vulnerable, al- 

planning though some very effective work has been done by 
icles on| boards not yet supplied with statutory authority. 
probably Legislation will be asked for placing several more 
ng among 08rds on a permanent basis. The state planning 
re well oards are faced with a certain natural skepticism 


“a on the partof older state agencies but their value 
on plan- to the states is slowly earning recognition. 
1 offices A perhaps considerable extension of the now 
The re- ) Well-defined and adequately tested principle of 
-reat and ¥ County zoning is to be looked for during the year. 
satim re- State planning boards in many states - may be ex- 
pected to advise and assist the counties. 





SUGGESTION 


A susgestion possibly worth explorin: is that 
planning offices, whether through being supplied 
with consultant's services or through appointment 
to the plan commission of men skilled in the sever- 
al kinds of work bearing directly on planning, 
ought to have access to expert advice on legal, 
architectural, engineerin:;, landscape and other 
technical fields. Very often, particulerly in the 
larger cities and the metropolitan areas, special 
problems and needs arise outside the competence or 
training of the planner and his staff. 

If the plan commission were supplied witha 
proper budget many researches not now available, 
but needed and valusble to the executive and gen- 
eral administrative offices of local and state 
governments, could be undertaken by the planninz 
orfice. 


ASPO'S SERVICES 


During the next year the Society intends to 
extend its services in the following ways: 


Field Service: By direct personal contact in the 
field the Executive Director and the Assistant Di- 
rector will assist plenning commissions in the for- 
mulating of administrative programs :nd the gener- 
al solution of planning problems. 





Clearing House Facslstses: In the Chicago office 
you may expect to find prompt assistunce in ob- 
tuining information on zoning, subdivision recula- 
tion, etc. Data on the general administration and 
enforcement of master and official plans as well as 
other technical and legal matericl pertaining to 
planning at local, state and federal levels is a- 
vailable upon request. 

A research program is now being formulated 
and reports will be issued from time to time on 
matters of important current and potential plan- 
ning interest. Please send us your suggestions. 





This Is Y .ur Organization: May we take this op- 
portunity to again stress that the American So- 
ctety of Planning Officials is an organization 
which exists to facilitate the exchange of adminis- 
trative methods of every type which bear upon the 
various levels of planning activity. We welcome 
your suggestions toward improving the services 
supplied, and we appeal to each of our members to 
write to us when he can supply us with planning 
news, in the form of recent reports, written and 
yrephic results of researches; aps, photographs, 
tables, etc., suitable for reproduction; dates and 
programs of local or state conferences; copies of 
plannin; bulletins and periodicals. You can help 


us to tmprove and extend the Soctety’s services. 

A review of the planning year such as we have 
attempted in such brief compass may contain omis- 
Sions and may not place emphasis accurately in 
some particulars. The hazards of pointing out what 
are considered e few planning problems now before 
We invite your comments. 


us are appreciated. 
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OREGON'S FIRST STATE PLANNING CONFERENCE 


The Multnomah Hotel in Portland was the head- 
quarters of the First Annuxl Oregon State Planning 
Conference on Jsnuary 7 and &. 

The conference clearly indicated the 
wide interest in planning which prevails. Twenty 
counties sent representatives; several sent their 
full board of county planners. Registration showed 
550 persons were present. There are in Oregon 14 
active county planning boards which are doin: out- 
standing and truly remarkable work. Members of the 
boards take a real interest in the work. 

The conference was addressed by Ormond Bean, 
Marshall Dana, Bernard Schoenberg,P. Hetherton and 
several others prominently identified with the 
planning program of the Northwest. 

One of the speakers on the program of the 
opening day was Walter H. blucher, director of the 
Society, whois now on the West Cocst where he will 
meet with city, county and state planning groups 
to discuss the planning problems upon which they 
are at present engaged. 

The subject of Mr. Blucher's address before 
the Oregon conference was, "The National Outlook 
in Planning." 


+ 


state- 


SOUTH DAKOTA'S FIRST BIENNIAL REPORT 


The act creating the South Dakota State Plan- 
ning Board declares that the powers and duties of 
the board are "to make inquiries, investigations 
and surveys concerning the natural and human re- 
sources of all sections of the state." This sweep- 
ing statement has been taken seriously by the Board 
and two years! work has given the state, as this 
excellent report reveals, a broudly conceived and 
well articulated program; one which covers every 
major concern, and many of less import but of real 
velidity to state planning. There is no space to 
mention here the 11 major fields of study upon 
which the Soard has been chiefly engaged, except 
to say that each was assigned to a separate com- 
mittee headed by a member of the State Planning 
Board possessing high competence in the field un- 
der his committee's review. 

In Part I a series of recommendations, the re- 
sult of the several committees' labors, is com- 
piled. The directness, applicability and con- 
creteness of the committee recommendations, which 
have been arrived at in the majority of cases after 
consultation with many federal, state and local 
officials, is admirable. The committees have given 
a great deal of thought to such problems as land 
use, tenantry, range land, marketing, power, navi- 
gation, reorganization of school districts, etc., 
etc., and have embodied in their reports, in many 
instances, outlines for the le islation needed 
from the state and federal government as well as 
locally. 

The range of the studies and the practicality 
of the summary recommendations is worthy of praise. 
South Dakota has a first report that reflects sreat 
credit on its state planning board and on W. R. 
Ronald, its chairman. 
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MASSACHUSETTS ISSUES A PLANNING FORUM 


The new monthly 
setts State Planning Board, "A Planning Forun," 
mide its initicl appearance with the December 1936 | 


issue. In the introduction Miss Herlihy, chairman 
of the State Plenning Board, writes as follows; 
"The Planning Forum is designed primartly to meet 


the almost universal request on the part of local 
planning boards throughout the state for some me- 
dium through which they may recetve regularly in- 
Sormatton relative to planning and zoning activi- 
ties, current publications, court decisions, leg- 
tslation and other matters pertinent to their re- 
spective communtties.” 

A summary of twelve re;ional meetings called 
by the State Planning Board to establish direct 
contact with the local boards is contributed by 
William Stanley Parker, member of the Bosrd and a 
director of this Society. Mr. Parker's admirable 
article describes in detail the local planning pic- 
ture of Massachusetts; the many plannin;; problems 
of the cities and towns are understandingly elabo- 
rated. Miss Herlihy and Mr. Parker and the Massa- 
chusetts Board are providing these local boards 
With leadership that is based on long experience 
and which is thoroughly democratic to add to its 
value and effectiveness. 

Considerable progress has evidently been made 
in making the SPBoard an integrating and focusing 
agency as well as a clearing house for state and 
local planning needs and for technical and other 


data pertaining to state and local administration. @ 


A list of the local boards of the state and 
their personnel is included in this first issue and 
every issue will carry a section devoted to the 
program and activities of the Massachusetts Federa- 
tion of Planning Boards. 


MISSOURI CONFERENCE 


The conference sponsored by the Missouri State 
Planning Bourd and the University of Missouri, held 
in Jefferson City on November 23, was attended by 
over 500 persons. 

Governor Guy B. Park, chairman of the State 
Pl: nning Board, presided over a luncheon gathering 
which included many persons prominent in the state 
and national planning fields. Fifty counties were 
represented in the state-wide gathering, which in- 
cluded farmers, bankers, merchants, judges, educe- 
tors, engineers and city and county officials. 


MISSISSIPPI 


An inventory is being made of available pic- 
tures for Mississippi's program of visual educa- 
tion. "More than 35 schools have already received 
motion picture machines through arrangements made 
by the State Planning Commission. Director Folse 
hopes to establish an educational film library in 
the State Planning Commission’ office, in order 
that the motion picture machines may be rendered | 
of the greatest possible educational, as well 4s 
recreation, value." 
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TOWN PLANNING IN BELGIUM 


The Belgian Senate has approved a town plan- 
ning act which, according to the latest reports, 
was to come before the lower house for its approv- 
al. This act provides that every commune of not 
less than 10,000 inhabitants shall draw up a tow 
planning scheme; communes with a population of less 
than 10,000 and more than 5,000 where the popula- 
tion has increased by more than 10% in the ten 
year interval between two consecutive censuses must 
also prepare such a scheme. Every commune must a- 
dopt regulitions for the controlof building devel- 
opment. These tovm planning schemes are to be pre- 
pared in a period of five years from the adoption 
of the act, which period may however be prolonged 
by the Permanent Committee. This so-called Perma- 
nent Committee of Members of the Provincial Council 
may authorize the commune to submit a town plan- 
ning scheme for a part of « commune. 

he tovm planning scheme is to be accompanied 
by a memorandum showing and justifying the princi- 
pal provisions of the scheme and of the regulations 
applying to each zone. This memorandum shall also 
show the legal requirements, cither existing or to 
be established, in respect to height, aesthetic 
and archaeological matters, also the program deal- 
ing with the planning arrangement for parks, open 
spaces and other natural reserves, for a sewage 
system, and for putting into execution the town 
planning scheme. 

If a commune does not comply within the pre- 
scribed period with the duties imposed upon it un- 
der the act, the Permanent Committee of the Pro- 
vincial Council can carry out these duties at the 
expense of the commune. 

Under the act the goveriment is also to ap- 
point a superior towm planning board whose func- 
tion it is to give a decision on appeals addressed 
to the King and to coordinate the work of the pro- 
vincial board. 

The government is also to appoint a Provincial 
Town Planning Board in each province under the 
oresidency of the Governor or his representative. 

(From Journal of the Town Planning Institute 
(British), November 1936.) 


PERSONALS 


Earle S. Draper, director of Land Planning at 
TVA, anda director of the American Society of 
Planning Officials, has been named head consultant 
to the Maryland State Planning Commission. Mr. 
Draper is to direct the preparation of a regional 
plan for Washington, D.C., Baltimore and Annapolis. 

Raymond F. Leonard (ASPO), consultant of the 
Hamilton County Regional Planning Commission (Ten- 
nessee), has been loaned by the Tennessee Valley 
Authority to assist Mr. Draper. 





Emilio J. DiRienzois the newly elected chair- 
man of the Mount Vernon (New York) City Planning 
Board. Other officers of the Board are: George C. 
Reitwiesner, vice-chairman and Karl Hoffmann, Jr., 
secretary. 


ZONING IN MICHIGAN 


Grand Rapids: A petition to the city commission 
by persons seeking or protesting against changes 
in zoning classifications canbe resubmitted, after 
once being turned down, only after a year has 
passed following first consideration. This ruling 
has been made by the city commission on recommen- 
dation of the planning department. It is expected 
to avoid the considerable inconvenience caused to 
the neighbors of such vetitioners and it may elim- 
inate the ill feeling aroused by too frequent re- 
petitioning. 





Niles: Zoning of the city is to be put to vote by 
local electors next April. This was decided by the 
city council recently when no agreement could be 
reached by members upon the final draft of a pro- 
posed zoning ordinance upon which the city has 
paid out $2,200 in the last year for preparation. 
Feeling of the council was that the proposal, as 
drafted by a Chicego planning consultant, was too 
stringent. Modifications of the present measure 
are expected to be made to insure it a better 
chance at the polls next spring. 

(From Michigan Yuntcipal Review, November 1936.) 





REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT'S COMMITTEE 
ON ADMINISTRATIVE MANAGEMENT 


The Report of the President's Committee 
has just been received as the News Letter is 
going to press. It will therefore be possible 
to review only briefly at this time a report 
of exceptional interest and importance. 

The President's Committee is composed of 
Mr. Louis Brownlow, chairman, Mr. Charles E. 
Merriam and Mr. Luther Gulick. 

Contents of the Report are under six main 
sections of which Part IV, "Planning Manage- 
ment," immediately concerns planning. This 
section, after a concise review of existing 
planning agencies at local, state and federal 
levels, recommends that 4 permanent National 
Resources Board be set up to replace the pres- 
ent temporary committee created by executive 
order. A brief review of the NRC's work fol- 
lows: 

"The first function of such 
the text reads, "its to serve as a clearsng 
house . + to prevent waste and improve our 
nattonal living standards.” And further "to 
cooperate with departmental, State, and local 
agencies. . . Another function is that of col- 
lecting and analyzing data relating to our na- 
tional resources, both human and physical, and 
of shaping upadussory plans for the better use 
of these resources.” 

Copies of the Report can be obtained from 
the Superintendent of Documents, Washington, 
D. C. Price 15 cents. 

ASPO members will receive shortly a more 
detailed exposition and analysis. 


an agency,” 














BOOKS, PAMPHLETS AND REPORTS 


FIRST BILAWIAL | 

SOARD. S. D. Stute Plenniny Joard, Brook- 
invs, South Dakota. December 1936. 145np.mimeo. 
(See page 6 of this issue of the News Letter.) 
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TO MEET THE HOUSING NEEDS OF THE LOWER INCOUE 
GROUPS; A Tent«tive Program for Federal Coopera- 
tion with Local Governments and Private kter- 


orise. Frederic A. Delano. 
American City. Janucry 1937. 
New York City. 


Reprinted from the 
470 Fourth Avenue, 


GENERAL SULMARY Ol 


City 


REAL PROPERTY INVENTORY, 1934. 
Planning & Zoning Commission, Louisville, Ky. 


Netober 1936. S54pp.nlano. General census tract 
map and street index. 
A SYSTEM OF CITY PLANNING FOR BALTIUIORE; Specifi- 


cations for Practical Operation, with a Survey of 


Certain Practices Elsewhere. Commission on Gov- 
ernmental Efficiency and Econowy, 900 liercantile 
Trust pbuilding, Baltimore, ijaryland. November 
1936. 8pp(sppendix 6pp.)mimeo. 

PEOPLE OF KANSAS. Carroll D. Clark and Roy L. 
Roverts; Foreword by William Allen White. Kansas 
State Planning Board, National Reserve Building, 


Topeka, Kansas. 1936. 272pp.table,charts,appen- 
dix. $2.00. (A study which appraises the social 
and economic implications of present trends and 
tendencies of the Kansas population. The processes 
of settlement, growth and migration are histori- 
cally and statistically analyzed and interpreted. 
Of particular interest are the chapters on "The 
Trend of Urban Growth," “Agricultural and Rural 
Adjustment," and "jihat is Happening to the Small 
Towmm?." The vook is writtenin semi-popular style.) 


A SURVEY OF FACTORS BEARING ON THE CONSOLIDATION 
OF CITIES IN THE COOS BAY AREA. Prepared by Her- 
man Xehrli, Director of the Bureau of ilunicipal 
Research and Service, University of Oregon. Eu- 
gene, Ore,on. Reprinted from the Coos Bay Times 
of September 4, 1956. 93.50. 


THE OBJECTIVES OF RECLAMATION. John C. Page, Act- 
ing Commissioner, Bureau of Reclamation. Reclama- 
tion Era, Department of Interior, Washington, D.C. 
December 1936. ($.75 per year. pp.275-276. 


LOUG-TIME ROAD PLANNING. Charles B. Breed, Prof. 
of Railwau and Highway Transportation, M.I.T. km- 
gineering News-Record, McGraw-Hill Publishing Co., 
330 West 42d Street, New York City. ¥.25 per copy. 
November 26, 1936. pn.753-756. 


AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY IN RELATION TO PLANNING: Part I 
Characteristics, Application, Purpose; Part II 
Technical Considerations. H. Frederick Butcher and 
W. G. Gentry. In Planning, Series No. 1, bulletin 
No. 2. Town Planning Institute of New Zealand, P. 
O. Box 1214, Wellington. July 1936. l5pp.illus. 
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CATCHING UP ‘WITH HOUSING. Carol Aronovici and 
Elizabeth ‘icCalmont. Beneficial Management Cor- 


poration, 15 Washington Street, Newark,New Jersey, 
1956. 243pp.illus.appendix, slossary , bibliography, 


(This book contuins a forthright statement of the 
housing problem. Mr. Aronovici punctures some 


prevailing assumptions and misconceptions regarding 
housing. The importance of land plannins and con- 
munity development is properly stressed. In spite 
of a number of minor inaccuracies in names, the 
book will be found useful since it contains a state- 


ment describing practically all of the housing pro- | 


jects of any 


importance in this country together 
with e 


pibliography of housing works.) 


PROCEDURE FOR MAKING SOIL CONSERVATION SURVEYS; 
Outline No. 4 Superseding Previous Issues. United 
States Departizent of Agriculture Soil Conservation 
Service. Approved by Glenn L. Fuller, Head, Sec- 
tion of Conservation Surveys. April 1936. U.S. 
Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 82 
pp. 

THE WESTCHESTER COUNTY PLANNING SURVEY; A Report 
of Progress from June 1, 1934 to April 15, 1936, 
The Advisory Committee on County Planning, Wayne 


D. Heydecker, Planning Consultant. Westchester 
County Emergency Work Building, 758 County Office 
Building, White Plains, New York. 1936. 57pp. 


plano.maps,tables,graphs. 


THE STATES: COOPERATION OR OBLITERATION? Henry Wi. 
Toll, Executive Director, Council of State Govern- 
ments. State Government, 850 East 58 Street, Chi- 
cago. November 1956. §.55 per copy. (Address 
before Interstate Commission on the Delaware River 
Basin Conference, October 2-3, 1956.) 


TRANSPORTATION; Aviation. Report of the Virginia 


State Planning board, Volume V-C, Section 4. Vir- 
ginia State Planning Board, Travelers Building, 
Richmond, Virginia. December 1, 1936. 137pp.min- 


eo.tadles,charts,maps. 


URBAN HOUSING; The Story of the PWA Housing Divi- 
sion, 1953-1936. Bulletin No. 2. Federal Emer- 
gency Administration of Public Works. Superintend- 
ent of Documents, Washington, D. C. 1936. $.20. 
105pp.illus. 


THE FREEWAY, A MODERN HIGHWAY FOR GENERAL TRAFFIC 
IN METROPOLITAN AREAS. The Regional Plan, Infor- 
nation Bulletin No. 35. Regional Plan Association, 
Inc., 400 Madison Avenue, N.Y.C. 15pp.illus,maps. 


FREEWAY DiSIGN PRINCIPLES APPLIED ON A RURAL ROAD. 
Earle S. Draper, Director Land Planning and Hous- 
ing Division, Tennessee Valley Authority, Knox- 
ville, Tennessee. [Engineering News-Record, 330 Wi. 
42a Street, New York. November 12, 1936. pp.68l- 


664. 


PROGRESS REPORT. Pennsylvania State Planning id. 
928 North Third Street, 


December 1936. 14pp.mimeo.appendices. 
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